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CLASSROOM LEARNING ACTIVITIES AND COPY SHEETS
The following activities have been designed for students from Kindergarten through Sixth Grade.
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	TRASH FUN


· TRASH TREASURE DISPLAY.  Collect art and science projects, posters and any written materials from “ Total Trash Out” activities.  Display them in the school cafeteria, halls or auditorium.
· TRASH TIME PLAYERS.  Have classrooms develop skits based on the consequences of not recycling or how to convince family members to recycle and why.  Then, perform them before assembled students.
· TRASH TUNE SING-A-LONG.  Have children write and perform their Trash Tunes by singing them to students.
· TRASH TALK.  Have a representative from a local recycling company or Trash Company to speak at an assembly.
	
	

	TRASH GAMES
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· TRASH DASH -  Measure a distance of about 50 feet and mark with masking tape.  Divide kids into teams of equal numbers.  At one end, line up a team of participants.  At the other end stack as many cans as you have team members.  To play, have one kid at a time run to the pile of cans. Grab a can, then run back.  When one team member crosses the line, the next one runs to get his or her can.  The first team to have the last member cross the finish line with his or her can is the winning team.

· TRASH TOSS - Crumple pieces of paper to make small paper balls.  Give each student a partner.  Have partners line up about 4 feet from each other. Then have the students toss the paper balls back and forth.  Every minute; yell TRASH.  This signals the students to take one giant step back from each other.  Partners who drop the trash balls must sit down.  The final set of partners standing wins the Trash Toss.

· TRIPLE TRASH OUT - On the playground, mark a large tic tac toe grid.  Have five aluminum cans and five cans made of other metals available.  Mark the aluminum cans with a sticker or other identifying mark for easy reference.  Play tic tac toe using the cans.

· RECYCLING BINGO – Prepare a bingo sheet that consist of pictures of recycling products, logo, etc .
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PICK AN ITEM, ANY ITEM

1 Define natural resources (for instance, wood, metals, petroleum).  Explain that the amount of all natural resources is limited.
2 Make a list of natural resources on the blackboard and have students bring to school a prized possession.  If the item is too large, expensive or fragile, tell students they can bring a picture of it rather than the item itself.

3 Discuss the natural resources used in making some of the prized possessions.  Have each student show his or her prized possessions and list the natural resources used in producing it.

4 Make a bulletin board or display that demonstrates the natural resources used in one student’s favorite possession.

5 Discuss the difference between things we buy and use for only a short time and things that are more durable.  Ask students if some more durable goods could replace those with only a short life.  As an example, discuss using paper towels versus dishtowels in their kitchen.

Follow-up Questions:  
   What is a natural resource?





   How can we best use limited natural resources?





   Is it better to use durable or short time goods?  
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	RECYCLE CYCLE
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1 Discuss cycles including ecological cycles such as the oceans-evaporation-rain water cycle.
2 Write the word “recycle” on the board and draw a large bicycle-wheel with spokes.  Write the word “bicycle” next to it and ask the students how the two words are alike.  Discuss what cycles are in general, and then apply it to garbage.
3 List some of the things students commonly throw away at home.  Bring in examples of paper, metal plastic, etc. identify categories into which this waste can be grouped, emphasizing that some groups are easier to recycle than others.  Note that a beverage can is made of aluminum, an easily recycled material.
4 Label each spoke of the recycle bicycle wheel with one of the following category headings: aluminum, glass, plastic, paper, and other metals.  Discuss the original source of all these products and label the hub of the wheel “Natural Resources”.
5 Ask, “What do you do with items from these categories once you have used them at home?”  Explain that people have a choice to either keep the material in the cycle of use or discard the waste in a landfill where the resources and energy that it is made of are lost forever.

Follow-up Questions:
   What are natural resources?  Name three.





   What is a cycle?





   Why should we recycle?





   Name three materials you could recycle.

	BE  AN  ALUMINUM DETECTIVE
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1 Talk about the properties of aluminum.  It is made from bauxite, a natural resource.
2 Discuss the difference between recyclable aluminum cans and cans made of other metals that cannot be recycled easily.  Hold up examples of both types of cans.  Aluminum cans are lighter, have no seams and do not respond to a magnet.
3 Hide examples of both types of cans on a portion of the playground.  Instruct the students to pick up all the cans, separating the cans, which are aluminum from the rest.
4 Award a prize to the student who picks up the most aluminum cans in a given amount of time.  Cans made of other metals are subtracted from the score.
Follow-up Questions:
What is Aluminum?




Does aluminum respond to a magnet?




Is aluminum heavier or lighter than other metals used for Cans?

	A WEEK’S WORTH
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1 Discuss with students the types of things they throw away in the classroom.  Note that paper makes up most of the trash in the classroom.
2 For a week, have the children place all of their trash into a special trash bag.  Make certain the school custodian knows not to dispose of the contents of this special container.

3 Tell each student that all school garbage must be discarded into the special container.  Have each student keep a list of everything he or she placed in the container for the entire week.

4 Weigh the amount of trash in the special container.  Divide the weight by the number of people in the classroom to determine a per person average of how much waste was thrown out.  Then divide that number by five and determine the per person per school day average waste.

5 Have students choose partners and compare their lists of personal trash.  Can any of their trash be reused or recycled?

6 Separate the recyclable items in the trash and dispose of them in the proper manner.

7 Talk about the fact that Americans produce 154 million tons of garbage every year – about 1,400 pounds per person.  Compare this to the amount of trash generated at school and home.

Follow-up questions:
  What kinds of trash are thrown away at school?





  What materials make up most of this trash?





  Where is most garbage generated – home or school?





  What is an average?

REUSABLE TRASH ART
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1. Discuss with students the types of trash and garbage they discard at home. Talk about the difference between recycling and reusing trash.  Recycling is when used products are collected and turned into new products.  Reusing is when products are used again in their original form.

2. Discuss paper bags.  As a class, list the ways paper bags can be reused.  Then talk about how the paper in the bags can be recycled when the bag is no longer usable.  Discuss whether grocery stores in your area still use paper bags or whether plastic bags are used and how plastic bags can be reused and/or recycled.

3. Ask each student to bring a paper grocery bag from home or supply the bags.  Decorate the bags with drawings and written messages about reusing and recycling materials.

4. Have the students take home their bags for a week.  Discuss the difference between trash and garbage.  Garbage is food to be thrown away, trash is all other materials.  Explain what a compost is and how garbage can be recycled as compost.

5. Ask students to place into their bags clean, non-perishable trash items they would normally throw away.  Only their own trash can be placed into the bag.

6. When the students bring their trash bags back to class, have them use some of the items to make a personal trash collage for display in the classroom.

Follow-up Questions:  How is reusing different from recycling?




   Is it easier to recycle paper or plastic?




   Can you recycle unused food?




   What is compost and how do we use it?

RESHOW AND RETELL

1. [image: image15.wmf]Display objects that are often thrown out after the first use.  For example, hold up cardboard tubes and boxes, plastic containers, microwave dinner trays, etc.  Hold up an item; ask students to think of ways it could be used again.

2. Ask students to be on the lookout for things at home that could be used again before being discarded (cans, old toys, old clothes, egg cartons, plastic or paper bags).  Have them bring an item to class and share ways their object could be reused.

PICK A PRETTY PACKAGE
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1. Show students examples of all types of packaging and discuss that there are three types:

· nature (coconuts, bananas, peanuts, oranges, etc.)

· reusable or biodegradable packaging (returnable bottles, aluminum cans, waxed paper, paper bags)

· difficult-to-recycle packaging (plastics, Styro-foam, laminated packaging)

2. Have students sort out examples by category.

3. [image: image17.wmf]Discuss what the different types of packages are made of and where they can be found.

4. Bring two apples to class.  Put a beautiful bow on one apple.  Show the apples to the students and ask them which one they would like to buy.  What made them want one apple over the other?  Discuss why manufacturers and retailers package products so that they are attractive to consumers.

Follow-up Questions:  What is a package?




   Name the three categories of packages.




   Do packages make us want to buy one product over another?




   Should we consider the types of packages when buying products?

TREATS FOR TRASH
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1. As a class, make a list of trash items that might be found in the classroom, halls, cafeteria or school grounds.

2. Divide the class into two groups.  Give the groups a limited time to find all the items on the list.

3. Reward the group, which finds the most items on the list with a special treat.

4. Discuss why it is important not to litter and why trash items discarded at school should be placed in proper containers.

Follow-up Questions:  Is there a litter problem at your school?




What should you do with something when you can no longer use it?

TRASH TRIVIA
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1. Develop Trash Trivia questions from the portions of this curriculum your students have covered.

2. Divide the class into teams.  Alternate asking teams trivia questions.  If a team answers the question correctly, members get Trash Points.  If the first team answers incorrectly, the second team gets a change to answer and double the Trash Points.  Continue until the question has been answered, with points given to the team answering the questions, increasing every time an incorrect answer is given.

3. The team with the most Trash Points is the winner.

TRASH TUNES, THROWAWAY TALES AND GARBAGE RAPS

1. Have kids make up words to well-known tunes that encourage others to reuse and recycle.

2. Some students may prefer to make up original lyrics, including rap songs.

3. Have kids write stories and make up skits about recycling and reusing products.

(ENDURING LITTER(
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1. A traffic ticket tossed to the ground takes 2-4 weeks to decompose.

2. A cotton rag littering a yard takes 1-5 months to decay.

3. A rope left on a construction site takes 3-14 months to decay.

4. A wool sock left at a campground takes 1 year to decompose.

5. A bamboo pole left on the ground takes 1-3 years to decompose.

6. A painted wood stake decomposes after about 13 years.

7. A tin can takes 100 years to decompose.

8. An aluminum can takes 200-500 years to decay.

9. A plastic six-pack beverage cover takes 450 years to decompose.

10. The time required for a glass bottle or a rubber tire to decay has not been determined.
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